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Embassy Protest Assails
Nicaraguan Sodomy Bill

Demonstrators Urge Veto to Protect Gay Rzghts

By Ricardo Castillo
Westrgton Post Sexff Writer

About 40 human nights activists
and gay rights supporters gathered
in front- of the Nicaraguan Embassy
in Dupont Circle yesterday to pro-
test a proposed change in that coun-
try’s penal code that would punish
homosexuals for engaging in “scan-
dalous” behavior.

“We are here to remind Ni-
caraguan President Violeta Cha-
morro that the world is watching
and that gay rights are human
rights,” said Cary Allan Johnson, re-
gional director of Amnesty Inter-
national, which organized the pro-
test. The demonstrators called on
Chamorro to prevent the change

from becoming taw.
On June 11, the Nicaraguan Na-
tional Assembly approved an

amendment to the country’s sod-
omy law under which *anyone who
indaces, promotes, propagandizes
or practices. sex among persons of
the samc sex in a-scandalous man-
ner . .. will face one to three years
of nnpnsdmnent L

Gay and human rights activists in
N‘:caragua and elsewhere say that
the bill is a blatant violation of hu-
man rights and that its language is
too vague and too open to interpre-
tatlon

Ga ~and Lesbian Human ‘Rights
Commjss:on it San Franc:sco

of the International|

wp;ch}obbledagamstthebdl called

licit -attacks on gay rights in thel

emisphere.” Asis,said that only Ec
tiador and Chile now have suc

iaws

The Nicaraguan government yes-
terday denied, through the embassy
in Washington, that the bill hampers
human rights. “The article does not
inhibit free expression or sexual
freedom. The standards of other
countries cannot be forced upén
Nicaragua where the vast majority
of its citizens disagree with open
homosexual lifestyles,” the commu-
nigue said.

Officials at the Nicaraguan Em-
bassy said that the bill had not been
signed into Jaw by Chamorro and
that they did not know when she
woukd recerve it officially. Once she
is presented with the bill, she will
have 15 days to sign or veto it, they
said,

Cardmal Miguel Obando y Bravo,
the leader of the Roman Catholic
Church i largely Catholic Nicara-
gua, recently expressed his support
for the bill.

Josefina Ramos; vice pres:dent of
the Center for Constitutional
Rights, a private group in Managua,
said in a telephone interview that
the bill started as an tnitiative on
behalf of women's rights.

“It was a proposal from the :San—
dinista legislature to change the

= wording regarding rape and sexual
| abuse, but when it came back to the
floor, the Social -Christians intro-
‘duced the Sodomy ameéndment.

Now it is like you : are gomg back-
ward a few decades





